CHAPTER FOUR

Riyadh (i)

High and gleaming are the summits of Yamama,
Like the swords of our braves in battle.

AMRU BIN KALTHOTJM AL TAGHLABI

EARLY THE NEXT MORNING THE

presents from the British Government, which we had brought
with us in several packing-cases, were unpacked and handed
over to Abdurahman al Tabaishi, the King's Chamberlain.
Visitors to distinguished Arabs always offer presents as soon
as they arrive, through a chamberlain or secretary. Nothing
more is said about them, and neither the visitor nor host
even mentions them to each other. When the visitors leave,
at the end of their stay, the chamberlain or secretary will
bring presents from the host, to which no reference is made
when speaking to the host. The host will sometimes immedi-
ately give the present away to a relation and this is to be
taken as a compliment rather than the reverse. Presents to
officials, unless they are of sheikhly descent and rank, are
unusual, and gratitude should not be expressed to them,
for in the Arab mind they are servants of their master, to
whom alone gratitude can be appropriately expressed.
Inscriptions on presents are avoided.

Royal business was still transacted in the old Palace inside
the walls, known as Qasr Feisal, after the King's grand-
father, and thither, in one of the King's cars, we were taken
for a first * informal9 audience. We crossed the plain out-
side the city walls which is the couching-place for the camels
of visitors from all over Arabia. The greatest number of
Sheikhs come at the annual gathering of the dans in the
beginning of the summer. They come then to see the King,
to make any requests and complaints, and pay homage.
Each is given presents suited to his position. It may be a
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